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News and events for St. Peter & Paul’s Parish, Earl Shilton and Our Lady & St. Gregory’s 

Parish, Market Bosworth for week beginning  June 27/28 2020.   

 

BOOK OF REMEMBRANCE  Doris McGowan,Thomas Tully, Lol Hopkins, Peter Wlosek, Ted 

Walsh, Harry Trivett, Martin Donnelly, Elsie Stubbs, RosamundThompson 

 

SUNDAY : The Feast of SS.Peter & Paul - Mass on YouTube from 10.00am 

MONDAY  29th: Of the day - Funeral for Irene Gannaway 

TUESDAY  30th: Of the day  WEDNESDAY  1st July: Of the day  

Funeral for Baby Beatrix Paddy Palmer  Reflection on YouTube from 5.00pm 

THURSDAY  2nd: Of the day  FRIDAY  3rd: St.Thomas the Apostle 

SATURDAY  4th: Of the day  14th SUNDAY of Year A - Mass on YouTube from 10.00am 

 

Mass Intentions: You may send in Mass intentions as normal and they will be said on the day 

you request if at all possible. The following intentions were said during the last week: 

 

Peggy Horton’s Intentions (Brooks) First Communion children    Fr.Stephen Foster                                   

Shirley Judge  Irene Gannaway   Berry Orton (Pilgrim)  Paddy Kavanagh  Eileen Brannan 

You may send in Mass intentions as normal and they will be said on the day you request if at all 
possible 
 
Finance – many people have been asking about our financial situation during the crisis. Those of 

you who kindly make a weekly contribution by envelope should have received a letter from our 

Treasurers suggesting a means of continuing to support our communities for which we are very 

grateful. Some people have sent in cheques to the Priory and the presbytery to  cover contributions 

for several weeks – thank you all for your continued generosity.    

Fr.Isaac  has asked his Bishop if he may return to his native Ghana and took his leave of us last 

Saturday. He is now in Leicester awaiting a flight home. I wish to thank the many people in our 

parishes who have tried to make him feel welcome and be kind to him – it is very good of you. 

Please pray for him 

SPANNED Magazine for June is now available at £3 a copy. Please ring if you would like to have one and 
we can arrange to get it to you. 
This weekend  marks the celebration of the Feast Day of two of our parishes and the 261st 

anniversary of the foundation of St.Peter’s in Hinckley (the oldest in the diocese) which of course, 

initially incorporated the whole of Leicestershire and much of Warwickshire! – so a very happy 

feast to you all . It also marks the 40th anniversary of the ordination of Fr.Michael Mason, whom 

we congratulate most warmly on this special occasion. 
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Re-opening our churches – we are struggling at the moment with the risk assessment requirements 

of the diocese in order to open our churches for private prayer. The box-tickers are having a field 

day! It is possible that churches may now be used for non-Eucharistic Funeral services without 

hymns but the same risk assessment problems would apply. You will have seen that churches might 

be opened for public worship from July 4, but again many hoops will have to be jumped through 

before this can happen. We have to act responsibly and sensibly, to be patient and flexible, which 

we are, but we do need permission from the diocese and then we have to plan how we might do this 

safely and reverently without turning our churches into sign-ridden supermarkets. Watch this space! 

  

“These are extraordinary times that we live in. They are so unusual that we seriously need to have a 

national conversation to help us understand this new world that awaits us. History will reveal this as 

a time of worldwide radical change in attitudes. The way of life we took for granted before Covid 

will no longer be acceptable or useful. Change was coming anyway; Covid catapulted it forward. 

We have much un-learning and learning to do. Racism and other crude forms of inequality will no 

longer be tolerated and whilst in theory we agree with these necessary changes, we will find it 

extremely challenging in practice. We can be sure that society will never be the same again. That is 

a significant statement which needs to be accepted in theory and in practice before we can move 

forward. The problem is that we say we are at the dawn of a new reality but deep down we want to 

go on living as we always have. Nowhere is this more obvious than in religion. The time is gone 

when church leaders can talk about THE Church – as if a community of believers can exist out there 

in a vacuum. It is OUR Church or no Church at all. Religion from now on will be a way of being 

more truly human. To be a member of a church is to have an active voice, a voice that is listened to 

and heard, a church where there is an acceptance that each member is precious and in whom the 

Spirit of Truth is active. Reflecting on the church to which I belong, I realise just how dysfunctional 

we all are. We have to develop a way of life that Christ would approve of, a way of life that is based 

on compassion, understanding, wisdom and most of all, love. What we don’t want is to be 

imprisoned by laws, customs and outdated systems of control. Anyone who uses the excuse, ‘it 

cannot be done’ has lost touch with our God for whom nothing is impossible. We need a visionary 

Church where we are all accepted as equal creations of a loving God. This means finding new ways 

to listen and to welcome the God-given gifts of women fully and totally. It is an insult to try to 

justify the scorn with which women are treated in our church now. I don’t expect leaders would be 

even aware that racism of the worst kind is active in our church. Women LGBT people, Travellers, 

immigrants doubters and questioners, in fact anyone who is different is not even a second class 

citizen; they are outcasts. There are all sorts of Catholics – all good. There are orthodox Catholics, 

spiritual Catholics and cultural Catholics. There are people who identify as Catholics but who have 

not a clue what that means. We have to accept that in a fast changing world everyone can or should 

be exactly the same. Too many people are content to join a club instead of being prepared to go on a 

journey toward God, love and truth. Instead we are more like a group of nomads who lack a vision; 

we have no sense of amazement; we have no hope of anything positive happening. Good old men 

like me rule and will not admit our inadequacy. Pope Francis is doing his best but evil forces are 

against him. They will not win; God will find a way. Personally I believe that the inevitable freeing 

of the gifts of women believers will result in a great awakening of the spirit. An ageing male 

leadership is failing us now. People are drifting away from organised religion. Some pretend they 

are still members just in case; some slip away quietly without fuss; others leave in an angry way and 

wonder if they were ever believers at all. We need to be braver. We decide maturely to stay or 

leave. Then we should say it in a loud and intentional way. We should not voluntarily silence our 

own voice. Institutions in themselves have little positive to offer the coming generations. Leaders 

resist change because it is the most comfortable option. In fairness, we old men have the most to 

lose. Do you consider yourself to be an active member of your church? Are you happy that your 

voice is heard? Has your life changed since you decided to be/not be and active member of your 

church community? Let the conversation begin.”                                                                                          

Fr.Brian D’Arcy – Irish Sunday World, June 21 2020 



 

 


